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Listing Preparation 
 
Remember, you never have a second chance to make a first impression. You’re not expected to make 
your home new again but you do want to do those things that matter most to buyers. Here are some 
items I have found that make the most difference to buyers and what you should focus on first. 
 

o Yard   Remove clutter, cut grass, edge sidewalks/driveway and trim hedges. 

o Exterior  Fix railings, steps, screens, siding. Pressure wash home and/or paint.  

o Garage  Remove clutter, clean, straighten. Remove items that are emitting odors. 

o Interior  Depersonalize! Remove clutter, clean, paint. 

o Kitchen  Stove, refrigerator and sink should be spotless and the counters clear. 

o Bathrooms  Tub/shower, toilet and sink should be spotless and the counter clear. 

o Closets  Remove clutter – untidy and crowded suggest inadequate storage space. 

o Lighting  Make home bright! Clean fixtures, replace bulbs, install new fixtures. 

o Plumbing  Repair dripping faucets, tighten handles, replace aerators, clean fixtures. 

o Heating/Cooling Replace filters, clean vents, possibly re-program thermostat for showings. 

o Hardware  Oil hinges, tighten knobs, replace worn items. 

 
The front door is one of the most often overlooked items to prepare and it’s one of the first 
encounters a buyer has with your home. A fresh coat of paint, new doorknob, new weather 
stripping, oiled hinges and smooth locking and unlocking are all key. 
 
A buyer should feel as though they are walking into “their” new home. Remove anything that 
suggests who the owners might be or what their interests are. Your goal is to present a neutral 
looking house that anyone would be comfortable living in. 
 
Many people are very sensitive to odors. Strong cooking, smoking or animal odor can ruin a sale. 
Clean your home thoroughly and use air fresheners and/or scented candles. 
 
Always do whatever is possible to make your home look bigger than it is. Open curtains, use light 
colored paint, install bright lighting and remove as much clutter as possible. 


